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President’s
Message

Governor Rick Scott  
Headlines a Great Start to the 
2017 Parade of Homes

Jon Pruitt

I am so proud of my fellow Home Builders Association 
members who welcomed Florida’s 45th Governor Rick Scott 
to our Parade of Homes Kick Off Event. HBA Executive Director 
David Peaden welcomed Governor Scott by recalling how bad Florida’s economy was during 
the great recession. Peaden praised the Governor’s record of creating over 1.3 million jobs since 
December of 2010. He also noted how Governor Scott dismantled the Department of Commu-
nity Affairs in his first year in office that enabled local governments to control their own destiny. 
Governor Scott talked about the economy and how Enterprise Florida and Visit Florida play 
key roles in recruiting businesses and tourist to Florida.  

Every year, our attendance at the Parade of Homes Kick Off Event keeps getting larger. The 
setting is absolutely beautiful at the Corrine Jones-Sanders Beach Community Center on 
Pensacola Bay. The venue is spectacular and the event came alive with the rockin’ sounds of Real 
Eyes with our own David Teague of Timberland Contractors playing bass guitar. Real Eyes 
now call themselves the official band of Governor Scott! All in all, this venue 
was the perfect setting to celebrate our industry’s Parade of Homes. It was 
also an exciting time for our members to enjoy the friendships that make our 
industry so very special. 

I would like to thank Thomas and Jennifer Westerheim, for their leadership 
in building the all-important the American Dream Home. The house is 
beautiful, spacious and very functional too. So much work and coordination 
goes into building the Dream Home, and I am truly thankful for their efforts. 
The time they put into this home cannot be understated and they did it for 
the greater good of our association. Without the profits from the sale of the 
Dream Home, our association would suffer greatly. They have certainly given 
back to the industry that has given to them.

The HBA couldn’t make a profit if it weren’t for the Dream Home Donors. 
They can’t be thanked enough. We listed the Donors in the last issue of 
Cornerstone, but I think it is important to list them again. Take a look at the 
impressive list of people who came together for our members and HBA. Ev-
ery year they step up to the plate and give of their time and talesnts. For that, 
the Board of Directors and the members should all be extremely appreciative 
of what they do on our behalf. 

Pensacola Energy’s Jill Grove and her marketing team showed a lot of 
enthusiasm in showcasing the Natural Gas features in the Dream Home. 
They were onsite throughout the Parade of Homes and I still can’t enough of their sausage and 
cookies that offered to attendees. I appreciate their efforts in helping our association. 

Did someone say Crawfish and Shrimp? Gary, Cindy, and Kyle Sluder of Gene’s Floor Cover-
ing, cooked up a feast that over 400 people in attendance thoroughly enjoyed. They made the 
Kick Off Event a memorable event that many are still talking about. Every year they help with 
this event, and not only are they one of the most genuine 
families that you’ll ever meet, but they truly love our indus-
try, and it shows. Also, thanks to Bruce Carpenter, of Home 
Mortgage of America, for lending a helping hand to the 
Sluder family. Gary says you’re a good apprentice! 

In closing, thank you to our sponsors: Westerheim Properties, 
Huntington Creek, Pensacola Energy, Pensacola News Jour-
nal, PNJ Media Solutions, WEAR TV 3, WFGX My TV 35, 
COX Communications, NASH 102.7 and Soft Rock 94.1.

Dream Home Builders Thomas and 
Jen Westerheim at the 2017 Dream 
Home
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Thank You to our 2017 Parade 
of Homes Sponsors!
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HBA NEWS

OSHA Suspends Rule 
Requiring Electronic 
Reporting of Injuries
Earlier this year, the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration (OSHA) implemented 
its rule regarding the electronic submission 
of workplace injury and illness records that 
many employers are required to keep. But 
that rule appears to be in limbo.

The original mandate would have given builders, contractors and 
other companies until July 1 to electronically submit their lists of 
2016 workplace injuries. However, OSHA recently proposed the 
July 1 deadline be suspended until further notice.

OSHA’s website explains it is “not accepting electronic submis-
sions of injury and illness logs at this time,” but does not yet 
provide information about when it intends to revisit the subject.

In a recent email to industry stakeholders, OSHA stated that 
it “intends to extend the initial date by which certain employ-
ers are required to electronically submit their injury and illness 

logs” and that the 
“proposal will 
extend this to 
a later date. 
Currently, 
[OSHA 
does] not 
have any 
additional 
information about 
the timeline for this. 
[OSHA] will let [stakeholders] know as additional information, 
including a proposed extension date, is available.”

In January, NAHB, along with the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce, the Oklahoma State Home Builders Association, the 
State Chamber of Oklahoma and three poultry associations filed 
a lawsuit challenging the legal authority of OSHA to issue the 
electronic reporting rule.

In addition to the lawsuit, on May 5, NAHB and other construc-
tion industry associations asked the Department of Labor to put 
the implementation and enforcement of the rule on hold and to 
reopen the rulemaking record to reexamine the legal authority for 
the rule and its impact on workplace safety and health.

For more information about the rule and other jobsite safety con-
cerns, contact NAHB’s Rob Matuga at 800-368-5242 x8507.

NAHB Targets 
the Good,  
the Bad  
and the Ugly 
Regulations
NAHB highlighted 10 expen-
sive and overreaching regula-
tory programs in comments 
submitted to the Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
(EPA) this week in response 
to a presidential directive to 
“alleviate unnecessary regula-
tory burdens.”

“Residential construction is one of the 
most heavily regulated industries in the 
country. In these economic times, the 
decrease in production, loss of jobs within 
the industry, and other factors point to the 

need to reduce the regulatory burden on 
this vital industry,” NAHB said in its com-
ment letter.

NAHB also urged continued funding for 
three programs facing proposed budget 
cuts or elimination: Energy Star, Water-
Sense and the Sustainable Communities 
programs.

“NAHB understands that energy effi-
ciency is in the best interest of the nation’s 
economy, environment, security and 
energy independence in the long term, and 
that the nation must look beyond short-
term fluctuations in the cost and availabili-
ty of energy in establishing energy policies 
and programs,” the comments said.

The NAHB Senior Officers already 
brought to EPA Administrator Scott 
Pruitt’s attention three of the programs 
that NAHB members would like to see 
improved, curtailed or eliminated.

• The Lead, Renovation and Repair Rule 
needs to be reexamined because an ac-
curate, EPA-approved lead paint testing 
kit is not yet available. If home owners 
without small children or anyone who is 
pregnant in the household could allow 
their contractors to forego the require-

ments for lead-safe work practices, they’d 
save money, and the “target population” for 
whom the rule was designed would not be 
affected.

• The new rules that define what consti-
tutes a water of the United States – for 
which enforcement has already been 
stayed by the courts – need to be jetti-
soned all together, NAHB wrote. “NAHB 
looks forward to working with the Trump 
Administration, EPA and the Corps to 
develop a clear, commonsense rule to pro-
tect our nation’s waterways while taking 
into account the interests of local busi-
nesses and communities nationwide,” the 
comments said.

• Stormwater management regulations 
continue to cause confusion – ironically in 
the wake of new “streamlining” measures 
designed to fix the problem. “Paperwork 
violations related to record keeping for 
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan or 
SWPPP implementation, for example, 
often do not result in real water quality 
improvements, and only serve to increase 
administrative costs for cities, states, and 
EPA,” the letter said.

For additional information, contact Michael 
Mittelholzer at 800-368-5242 x8660.
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Highlights from the Parade of Homes 
Kick Off Event at Corrine Jones- 
Sanders Beach Community Center  
on Pensacola Bay. 

Governor Rick Scott addresses HBA members about the  
importance of job creation in Florida. 

HBA Builder Members show off their Parade of Homes  
Outstanding Home Awards.

HBA Executive Director David Peaden surprises HBA Director 
of Marketing and Communication Vicki Pelletier with a Parade 
of Homes Award. Pelletier is known for her warm personality 
and doing whatever it takes to make all HBA events successful.

The Donors of the Dream Home, not all pictured, were  
recognized at the Parade of Homes Event.

From left, American Dream Home Builder Thomas Westerheim, 
Jill Grove of Pensacola Energy, Huntington Creek Developer 
Fred Hemmer with HBA President Jon Pruitt. This team con-
tributed to the overall success of the Dream Home. 

HBA Executive Director David Peaden Welcomes Florida’s  
45th Governor, Rick Scott, to the HBA Parade of Homes  
Kick Off Event. 

Longtime Santa Rosa County Commissioner Don Salter was 
honored with a “Champion of Housing” Award for his probusi-
ness support of the housing industry. Master of Ceremonies Marty 
Stanovich congratulates Salter as David Peaden looks on.

Pensacola Energy Director Don 
Suarez, who was instrumental in 
the Pensacola Energy / Dream 
Home partnership, thanks 
everyone for their work on this 
year’s Parade of Homes. Suarez, 
who served as 1992 HBA 2nd 
Vice President, is a longtime 
supporter of the Home Builders 
Association of West Florida. 
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Category 1 - $150,000– $160,000
Adams Homes

487 Portside Drive
Lakewood Cottages

2017 PARADE OF 
HOME AWARD 

WINNERS

Category 2 - $170,000- $180,000
Timberland Contractors, Llc

8836 Longmont Way
Plantation Woods

Category 3 - $185,000 – 200,000
Thomas Home Corporation

10839 Trailblazer Way
Millview Estates Phase III

Category 4 - $200,000 - $220,000
Adams Homes

4549 Hampton Bay Blvd.
Ventura Estates

Category 5 - $230,000 – $240,000
Adams Homes
902 Jacobs Way

Saverna Park

Category 6 - $248,000 - $270,000
Flynn Built

2234 Avenida De Sol
Navarre, 2nd Addition

Category 7 - $280,000 - $286,000
Thomas Home Corporation

506 Uplands Woods Rd.
Uplands Woods

Category 8 - $286,000 - $300,000
Holiday Builders
2164 Sunrise Dr.

Holley By The Sea

Category 9 - $301,000 – $350,000
Flynn Built

16440 Innerarity Point Rd.
North Shore, 1st Addition

The Parade of Homes was a tremendous success and the HBA would 
like to thank all the members who made it possible. Congratulations to 

the Outstanding Home Award Winners.
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HBA President Jon Pruitt with Terri Fenoff 
and Ronnie Rainwater of Adams Homes

HBA President Jon Pruitt with Blain Flynn of 
Flynn Built HBA President Jon Pruitt with Ben Martin of 

Flynn Built

Category 10 - $351,000 – $399,000
Adams Homes

1860 Sunrise Drive
Holley By The Sea

Category 11 - $400,000 - $425,000
Avant-Price Builders Group
3249 Edinburgh Castle Dr.

The Highlands

Category 12 - $475,000 - $525,000
Classic Homes Pensacola, LLC
5988 Huntington Creek Blvd.

Huntington Creek

Category 13 - $595,000 – $698,000
Acorn Fine Homes
6136 East Bay Blvd.

Navarre

HBA President Jon Pruitt with Billy Egg-
art of Avant-Price Builders Group

HBA President Jon Pruitt with Cathy Edwards 
and John Quina of Thomas Home Corporation

HBA President Jon Pruitt with Emily Adams 
of Holiday Builders

HBA President Jon Pruitt with Tom Eubank, 
Jeff Hatten, Millie Carpenter and Sue Rogers 
of Adams Homes

HBA President Jon Pruitt with Danny Speranzo 
and Rick Faciane of Classic Homes

HBA President Jon Pruitt with Les White of 
Acorn Fine Homes
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2017 PARADE OF HOMES

From Dream Home to Your Home: 

Five Reasons Staging 
Your Home Makes Sense
By: Nathan Spitzbergen | PHOTOS: © 2017 Jason Parker, Emerald Coast Real Estate Photography, LLC

Professionals from across the home staging 
industry turn to furniture rental companies 
like CORT for their furniture needs. Most recently, 
CORT provided furnishings to stage the 2017 Home Builders Associa-
tion of West Florida American Dream Home, working with builder 
Thomas Westerheim, and decorator Faux Real Design, to bring together 
a transitional-upscale “Farmhouse-Chic” style.

Some of the furnishings used to stage the home included: 
     • Armand with Ottoman Living Room 
     • Toby Queen with Bianca Bedroom 
     • Bianca with Eve Rectangular Dining Room (8 Chairs) 
     • Delano with Kinsley Living Room 
     • Helix California King Bedroom

Last year, the American Dream Home sold within two weeks of CORT 
providing home staging services, a true testament to the difference stag-
ing a home can make. “We are honored to be a part of this project and 
provide furnishings for the Home Builders Association of West Florida 
for the second year,” said Nathan Spitsbergen, district general manager, 
CORT. 

 “Thanks for your help with this! The furniture truly made a difference,” 
said David Peaden, executive director, HBA West Florida. 

Building new property can come with a multitude of challenges, from 
the intangibles like obtaining the necessary licenses to move a project 
forward, to the more tangible items like correctly estimating labor and 
cost of materials. With all of these moving parts, it is easy to become 
removed from the main objective of the project, making a profit. Many 
times, builders don’t concentrate on the smaller details that will help sell 
the home – and why should they. Choose a professional to help design 
and stage your new space, and help you move closer to your goals.

Here are five reasons you should consider staging your next property: 
1. Increases your profit 
Staging the home creates a higher perceived value, and therefore buyers 
are willing to be more flexible with their spend. On average, sellers make 
roughly $23,600 more on a $500,000 home that has been professionally 
staged when compared to profits made on properties that are not staged. 
When reviewing list price, staged homes average anywhere from 6.32 

percent to 17 percent higher, compared to just 1.6 percent above list 
price on non-staged homes. 

2. Sells your home faster 
Selling your property faster means more money in your pocket for the 
next investment. According to the United States Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development (HUD), a staged home sells in about half 
the time. 

3. Attracts more potential buyers 
In today’s digital age, more and more buyers are choosing to browse the 
selection online before ever making an appointment to see the home in 
person. Providing a strong visual with images in print listings and online 
is more important than ever before and proves valuable in attracting 
prospects.

4. Makes a great first impression 
When potential buyers walk in the door, a staged home provides that 
feeling they are looking for in their new space. Professionals in the 
industry work to design each room to tell an unwritten story. Save the 
headache of your property being listed for several months without inter-
est and hire a home stager before the listing goes public. Once you have 
prospects in to tour an empty house, you have left them with a neutral 
first impression of your property. 

5. Enables buyers to visualize the layout 
Staging your property encourages an emotional connection with buyers 
by neutralizing the décor of a pre-owned home and/or adding appeal to 
vacant properties. Strategically placed furnishings and accessories allows 
buyers to visualize their life in your space. When upgrading to a larger 
space, staged furniture can provide inspiration for layouts in large rooms. 

CORT gives home stagers convenient, affordable solutions and elimi-
nates the hassle and expenses involved with moving, storing and repair-
ing furniture, saving clients money and giving builders more time to 
focus on the job at hand. With quality service every step of the way, you 
can expect to stage faster, sell quicker, make clients happy and ultimately 
grow your business by making CORT your go-to furniture resource.

Nathan Spitsbergen is district general manager at CORT in Pensacola, 
Florida. To learn more about CORT’s home staging services, visit https://
www.cort.com/solutions/home-staging.

Nate Spitzbergen enjoys the CORT 
furniture at the Dream Home during 

the Parade of Homes.
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PLATINUM 
Westerheim Properties, Inc.
Thomas & Jennifer Westerheim
3108 Brittany Court
Pensacola, FL 32504 
850-497-2980
westerheimproperties.com 
Donation: Dream Home Builder

Huntington Creek Development
Hemmer Consulting, LLC 
Developer
Fred Hemmer, President
1604 E Jackson St
Pensacola, FL 32501
813-299-9855
huntingtoncreek.com
Donation: Huntington Creek 
Developer

Pensacola Energy
Don Suarez and Jill Grove
1625 Atwood Drive
Pensacola, FL 32514
850-436-5050
pensacolaenergy.com
Donation: Outdoor Rinnai  
Natural Gas Tankless Water 
Heater, Natural Gas Piping, 
Marketing, Natural Gas  
Appliance Installations

GOLD
ABC Supply 
IKO Roofing Products
Chris Tate
3100 N Palafox St
Pensacola, FL 32504
850-435-1536
abcsupply.com
iko.com
Donation: IKO Armourshake 
Chalet Wood Roofing Shingles/
Materials

Alpha Closets	
Leslie Halsall
6084 Gulf Breeze Parkway, 
Unit C
Gulf Breeze, FL 32563
850-934-9130
alphaclosets.com
Donation: Closets, Pantry, 
Shelving 

American Concrete
Billy Campbell / Donnie Shear
2866 Hwy 95A North
Cantonment, FL 32533
850-477-0222
Donation: Concrete, Foundation,
Footings, Driveway, Sidewalks

Coastal Insulation
Bill Morrell
8006 Pittman Ave
Pensacola, FL 32534
850-476-7778
truteam.com/coastalpensacola
Donation: Foam and BIBS  
Insulation, Insulation Materials
Wayne Dalton Garage Doors/
Two Natural Gas Fireplaces

Emerald Coast Granite,  
Tile & Glass
Robert and Tanya Underwood
3700 N. Palafox St.
Pensacola, FL 32505
850-437-0747
emeraldcoastgranite.com
Donation: Engineered Quartz/
Granite Countertops/ Mirrors  
and Shower Enclosures

Mobile Lumber
Bill Daniel
8960 Waring Road
Pensacola, FL, 32535
850-494-2534
mobilelumber.com
Donation: Interior Trim Materials 

McCain Sales Company
Rinnai America Corp.
Mike Smith
4908 Cahaba River Road  
Suite 208
Birmingham, AL 35243
251-786-5166
mccainsales.com
Donation: Rinnai Tankless  
Natural Gas Water Heater with 
New Wi-Fi Capability and 
Built-in Recirculation

Northwest Florida A/C
Hugh Patroni
4532 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32526
850-455-0590
Donation: Carrier Infinity 18VS 
Heat Pump/Natural Gas Furnace 
with variable speed technology

Rinnai America Corp.
Mike Peacock 
103 International Dr.
Peachtree City, GA 30269
678-829-1700
rinnai.us
Donation: Rinnai Tankless  
Natural Gas Water Heater with 
New Wi-Fi Capability and  
Built-in Recirculation

Seville Power Equipment 
Jim Brazil
2601 N 12th Ave
Pensacola, FL 32503
850-432-8856
sevillepower.com
Donation: Briggs & Stratton 
Patented Symphony II
Power Management System 
Automatic Natural Gas Home 
Generator 

West Florida Cabinets
Herb Smith
3301 McLemore Road
Pensacola, FL 32514
850-474-3986
westflcabinets.com
Donation: Custom Cabinetry/ 
Design/Installation

SILVER
Amore Plumbing Company
Gary Johnson
3752 Gardenview Road
Pace, FL 32571
850-994-8814
Donation: Plumbing Labor

Builders FirstSource
Brian Richardson
1500 W. Main Street
Pensacola, FL 32502
850-432-1421	
bldr.com
Donation: Trusses/Ply Gem  
Windows/Doors

CORT 
Nate Spitsbergen
3892 N Davis Hwy.
Pensacola FL 32503
850.432.0675
cort.com
Donation: Home Furnishings/
Merchandising

Ferguson Enterprises 
Janna Boyd
8813 Grow Dr.
Pensacola, FL 32514-7057
850-484-8202
ferguson.com
Donation: Jenn-Air Appliances/
Plumbing Materials

Gateway Lighting and Fans
Duane Nisewonger 
3150 S. Hwy 95 A
Cantonment, FL 32533 
850-478-3737
gatewaylighting.com
Donation: Lighting/Natural Gas 
Lights/Lanterns

Gene’s Floor Covering 
Gary and Cindy Sluder	
4021 Navy Blvd.
Pensacola, FL 32507	
850-456-3360
genesflooring.com
Donation: Flooring Package/
Labor

Hattaway Home Design
John Hattaway
3450 River Oaks Lane
Pensacola, FL 32514
850-324-4401
www.hattawayhomes.com
Donation: Dream Home Design

homeNETservices, LLC
Bruce Lindsay
2025 Dovefield Drive 
Pensacola, FL 32534
850-725-9860
homenetservice.com
Donation: URC Total Control 
Automation Lighting, Surround 
Sound, Multi-Room Audio, 
Integration

REW Materials
Bill Batting
8040 N. Palafox Street
Pensacola, FL 32534
850-471-6291
rewnateruaks.com
Donation: Drywall, Metal Lath

2017 AMERICAN 
DREAM HOME

Appreciates Its Donors
The Home Builders Association of West Florida and 

Classic Homes of Pensacola, LLC, would like to thank 
the business who contributed to the overall success of the 
Dream Home. If you see something you like, just find the 
item on the below list and contact the donating company. 
Tell them you saw their product or service at the Dream 

Home … and you want the same for your home.

more  
“Dream Home Donors” 

page 16

COVER STORYCOVER STORY
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2017 AMERICAN DREAM 
HOME SPONSORS

from page 15

Swift Supply Company
Rick Lewis
7405 A North Palafox Street
Pensacola, FL 32503
850-477-1488 
swiftsupply.com
Donation: Block/Mortar/ 
Footers/Slab Steel/Materials

Williamson Electric
Jayer Williamson
4063 Avalon Blvd.
Milton, FL 32583
850-623-0282
Donation: Electrical Labor, 
Materials

W. R. Taylor
Boral USA
Dwayne Watson 
17 Manresa Street
Pensacola, FL 32502
850-432-6163
southalabamabrick.com
Donation: Brick, Stone, Mortar 

BRONZE
Acme Brick Tile & Stone
Pat Kozma
185 Lurton Street
Pensacola, FL 32505
850-434-0166
acmebricktileandstone.com
irondoorsunlimited.com
Donation: Iron Doors Unlimited 
Front Entry Door

American Alarm and Audio
Anthony Bailey
5177 Stewart St.
Milton, FL 32570
850-626-8716
ameralarm.com
Donation: Home Security and 
Automation

Architectural Concrete 
Designs
Neil Brown
1700 S Hwy 97
Cantonment, FL 32533
850-572-4687
Donation: Overlay Flooring 
Design Garage and Porch

Bonded Builders Home  
Warranty
Doug Wenzel
bondedbuilders.com
(866) 440-7271

Containers, Inc.
Tim Parker
P.O. Box 6115
Pensacola, FL 32503 
850-471-2964
FLcontainers.com
Donation: Dumpster, Portable 
Toilet

Diaz Stucco
Miguel Diaz
11959 Barin Field Road
Foley, AL 36535
251-269-8735
Donation: Stucco Labor

Emerald Coast Real Estate 
Photography
Jason and Erin Parker
2725 De Luna Way
Milton, FL 32583
850- 776-7227
emeraldcoastrealestatephotog-
raphy.com
Donation: Professional  
Photography 

Interior/Exterior Building 
Supply, L.P.
John L. Millican
3331 McLemore Dr.
Pensacola, FL 32514
850-262-8044
interiorexterior.net
Donation: James Hardie Siding/
Materials

James Hardie Building  
Products 
Jesse Patrick
850-261-5967
Donation: James Hardie Siding/
Materials

J&M Dozer Service, Inc.
John Godwin
801 W. Bogia Rd.
McDavid, FL 32568
850-516-6907
Donation: Land Clearing

Live Oak Landscape 
Richard Knowles
9570 Pine Cone Dr.
Cantonment, FL 32533
850-478-2323
Donation: Landscaping/Lawn 
Materials

Moen
Russell Adams
850-572-5955
moen.com
Donation: Sinks and Fixtures

Panhandle Garage Doors, Inc
Mark Marcilliat
4333 Avalon Blvd
Milton, FL 32583
850-476-3367 
pensacoladoors.com
Donation: Prestige Model,  
Rainbow Attic Stairs

Pittman Drywall
Buddy Pittman
8700 Fowler Avenue, Lot 8
Pensacola, FL 32534
850-324-2492
Donation: Drywall Labor

Sherwin-Williams
Gus Uebelsteadt
313 E. Nine Mile Road
Pensacola, FL 32514
850-232-0477
sherwin-williams.com
Donation: All Paint, Materials

Southern Brass
Lisa Denham
330 Park Ave. S.
Mobile, AL 36695
(251) 776-4338
southernbrass.com
Donation: Schlage Door Locks/
Hardware

Southern Site & Utility 
Design
Alan Miller
5318 Stewart Street
Milton, FL 32570
850-623-9493
Donation: Dream Home  
Engineering

The Painting LuLu
5676 Jones Street
Milton, FL 32570
850-380-4988
Donation: Painting Labor

FRIENDS
Alley Apple Masonry
Alley Apple
5340 Crystal Creek Dr.
Pace, FL 32571
850-384-6844
Donation: Brick Labor

Chris Ford, Inc.
Chris Ford
3011 Wallace Lake Road
Milton, FL 32571
850-712-4522
Donation: Vinyl Soffits/Labor

McDonald Fleming Moorhead
Stephen Moorhead
127 S. Palafox, Suite 500
Pensacola, FL 32502
850-477-0660
pensacolalaw.com
Donation: Legal and Closing 
Services

Pinch A Penny
Cyndi Delcher
8090 N. 9th Avenue
Pensacola, FL 32514
http://store.pinchapenny.com
850-484-3631
Donation: Patio Furnishings

Ruben Surveying & Mapping
Ronald Ruben
1179 Gulf Breeze Pkwy., Ste. 6
Gulf Breeze, FL 32561
850-916-7382
rubensurveying.com
Donation: Slab Survey/Lot 
Survey

Sears Commercial Sales
Vicki Kitchens
1769 Snapdragon Dr.
Navarre, FL 32566
850 316-5584
searscommercial.com
Donation: Natural Gas  
Outdoor Grill	 	
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FEATURE STORY

Residential Homes “Blower 
Door” to be tested starting 
July 1, 2017
By Arlene Zavocki Stewart 
Energy Code Circuit Rider for Florida

Mandatory air infiltration 
testing for residential homes 
begins for permits pulled on 
or after July 1, 2017. After two 
delays, many builders were expecting 
permanent deletion, but the legislature did 
not consider its removal this session. 

So what’s a builder to do? First, make 
sure ALL your subcontractors meet Table 

R402.4.1.1 provisions in the Florida 
Energy Code (around since 2005), even 
those who don’t have a mandatory license. 
Many people think air sealing belongs to 
the mechanical guy. For the duct system, 
it’s certainly true. But it’s equal opportu-
nity for any sub to screw up whole house 
air sealing. Plumber to cable guy, gypsum 
installer to electrician, a potential failure 
point is any place two materials meet or a 
pipe/wire crosses the building envelope.

The good news is the building industry 

knows consumers want a sealed building 
envelope – no one wants bugs to come and 
go as they please. The challenge with this 
test is recognizing unexpected gaps. For 
example, we don’t realize there is a air flow 
path behind the tub or at floor joists (see 
figures). Blocking either of these points 
isn’t the job of the HVAC or gypsum 
contractor. Also your office manager may 
not know to order air tight recessed cans. 
These simple points are overlooked be-

cause they’re small, but they add up. 

Thankfully, there are free resources that 
can help you and your team focus. The 
Southeast Energy Efficiency Alliance 
has created tech tips and inspections 
sheets at http://seealliance.org/initiatives/
built-environment/energy-codes/energy-
codes-success-manuals/. Also check out 
the Building America Resource Center at 
https://basc.pnnl.gov/. Here you can find 
best practice details, developed by scien-
tists who worked with builders to find 
solutions for the construction industry.

Next, test a house now, before you really 
have to pass. Your current construction 
practice may do just fine. A Florida Build-
ing Commission study found most houses 
test around 6 air changes per hour (ACH), 
comfortably below the 7 ACH required 
by law. So why spend the money testing? 
Because not all houses pass the minimum 
and even the most conscientious builders 
make mistakes. Testing ensures all houses 
meet code. If you do miss, the results will 
give you an idea of just how much leakage 
you’re looking to seal up. 

Is that even possible? For a skilled tester, 
yes! All those numbers may look like rock 
et science to you, but they tell the tester 
important information, like if there is one 
big hole or multiple small holes and the 
amount of leakage in square inches. This 
information could be pivotal in spring and 

fall in Florida, when an infrared 
camera may not function. 

So who can test? For many years, 
only Home Energy Rating System 
(HERS) raters from the Florida 
Solar Energy Center could test 
(www.energyguage.com). Unfor-
tunately, there are only a handful 
of these raters in the Panhandle, so 
the criteria for testers was expanded 
by the legislature a couple of times. 
Check the directory at RESNET.
us for raters in border states that are 
now qualified.

The legislature also recognized 
mechanical and HVAC (A & B) 
contractors. Because their license 
requires duct testing only, you may 
want to ask if they or their crews 
have had additional training, like 
what the Florida Refrigeration and 
Air Conditioning Contractors Asso-
ciation is offering (www.Fracca.org).

Training doesn’t stop there. FSEC 
is training monthly (see training 
at www.fsec.ucf.edu) in Cocoa for 

HVAC contractors and HERS raters. 
Contractors Institute trains in Hudson 
and at locations around the state (https://
www.contractorsinstitute.com/).

As Circuit Ride, Arlene Zavocki Stewart 
is tasked with answering industry’s ques-
tions about energy code issues, ongoing 
challenges and enforcement. She can 
be reached at ArleneOnEnergy@gmail.
com or through your local HBA. She was 
awarded FHBA’s 2012 Associate of the 
Year and is a life director. 

photos courtesy of  EERE (Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy, US Dept of Energy)
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HBA NEWS

1. They support the industry at the 
local, state and national levels.

2. They volunteer time, talent and 
treasure to help the association  
accomplish its goals.

TOP 10 REASONS TO DO BUSINESS WITH AN ACTIVE ASSOCIATE MEMBER
3. They recruit their colleagues & 
business contacts to become members.

4. They serve on committees and 
councils gaining valuable networking 
opportunity while helping to advance 
the association’s mission.

5. By doing so, you increase the value 
proposition for all membership in our 
HBA.

6. They are strong supporters of  
local and state PACs and BUILD-PAC.

7. They are a major source of non-
dues revenue through sponsorships, 
advertising, etc.

8. As industry partners, they are a 
valuable resource for business and 
management tips.

9. They are heavily invested in your 
business success: You win, they win!

10. Why wouldn’t you do business with 
a member?
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Bring a 
friend to 
our next 
meeting!

Associates
 
Bathfitter
Tracey Biscardi
33 Brent Lane
Pensacola, FL 332503
P: 850-429-1777
www.bathfitter.com

Expert Advisor Realty, LLC
Gorden Dey
5203 Tupelo Lane
Milton, FL 32570
P: 850-748-0575
www.findhomesinpensacola.com

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Thank You 
For Renewing
Builders
Bill Walter Construction, Inc.
J. Miller Construction Inc.
DSLD Homes Florida, LLC
Sprague Construction Co.
Mayo Construction & Design, Inc.
MSC of NWF, Inc.
Ellzey Construction Co. Inc.
Landmark Construction Enterprises Inc.
Panhandle Homes, Inc.

Associates
Premier Termite & Pest Control, LLC
Nelson Electrical Contractors Inc.
Gulf Breeze Plumbing
Home Mortgage of America 
Legacy Cabinets
Building & Supply Center, Inc.
Northwest Florida A/C, LLC
Boise Cascade
McMahon - Hadder Insurance, Inc

Architectural Concepts International LLC
33 SW 12th Way, Boca Raton, FL 33486

Specializing in Car Wash Designs

Licenses: NCARB, Florida
AR-0007424, ID-0003692, CGC-008183

561.613.2488
www.car-wash-architect.com | www.paintconceptsplus.com

NEXT CORNERSTONE ISSUE 
July 2017

To advertise, contact  
Richard Nicholson 

561.843.5857
rknichent@aol.com

rknicholson.com

New Members Approved by the Board

https://www.facebook.com/HBAWF

Builders
 
Dinwoodie Construction, LLC
Rob Dinwoodie
4706 Spencer Oaks Blvd.
Pace, FL  32571
P: 850-603-3183
www.dinwoodie.construction

Loxley Hawk
David Lars Butler
5677 Tilubo Lane
Pace, FL 32571
P: 850-336-9000
www.loxleyhawk.com
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Advertiser’s Index
Green Spike		  50 Credits
Ron Tuttle		  99.5
Ricky Wiggins		  96.5
David Holcomb		  88 
Doug Sprague		  85
John Harold		  76
Kenneth Ellzey, Sr.	 66
Bob Price, Jr.		  56.5
Newman Rodgers IV	 56.5

Life Spike		  25 Credits
Russ Parris		  49.5
Thomas Westerheim	 49
West Calhoun		  48.5
Wilma Shortall		  48.5
Darrell Gooden		  45
Eddie Zarahn		  41.5
John Hattaway		  34
Garrett Walton		  31
Doug Whitfield		  28

Blue Spike		  6 Credits
Bill Daniel		  24
Keith Swilley		  20.5
Towana Henry		  20.5
Luke Shows		  20
Steve Moorhead		  16.5
Brent Woody		  15.5
Larry Hunter		  14
Doug Herrick		  13
Bernie Mostoller		  11
Dean Williams		  10.5
Doug Henry		  10.5
Kim Cheney		    9.5

In construction, a spike is a steel object 
that is essential to making a building 
strong.  As in construction, the HBA 
of West Florida sees a Spike as some-
one that works to keep our association 
strong.  Spikes work on the recruitment 
and retention of members in addition to 
keeping members active with the associa-
tion.  Anyone is eligible for Spike status.  
On Spike credit is awarded for each new 
member recruited and an additional credit 
is awarded for that new member’s renewal 
on or before their anniversary date.  If you 
help to retain a member, you are eligible to 
receive a half point for each member.  

Spike Club Levels
Spike Candidate		  1-5 credits
Blue Spike		  6-24
Life Spike		  25-49
Green Spike		  50-99
Red Spike		  100-149
Royal Spike		  150-249
Super Spike		  250-499
Statesman Spike		  500-999
Grand Spike		  1000-1499
All-Time Big Spike	 1500+

Spike Club Members and their credits 
as of 03/31/17.
Statesman Spike	 500 Credits
Harold Logan		  513

Super Spike		  250 Credits
Rod Hurston		  413.5
Jack McCombs		  290.5

Royal Spike		  150 Credits
Ron Anderson		  201.5
Edwin Henry		  198
Rick Sprague		  200
Bob Boccanfuso		  162.5

Red Spike		  100 Credits
William “Billy” Moore	 156
Charlie Rotenberry	 148
Lee Magaha		  128
Oliver Gore		  111.5

Please Support  
Our Advertisers!

INSURANCE & BONDING SOLUTIONS SINCE 1911

Rod Hurston, AAI
Vice President

(850) 444-7613 PHONE
(850) 438-4678 FAX
(850) 982-7300 MOBILE
rhurston@fbbins.com

1701 W. Garden Street • P.O. Box 711, Zip 32591 • Pensacola, FL 32502

Architectural Concepts International, LLC	 21
561,613.2488
www.paintconceptsplus.com
jrd@paintconceptsplus.com

Bonded Builders			   23
866.440.7271
800.749.0381 x4700
www.bondedbuilders.com
wenzeldo@att.net				  
				  
Fisher Brown Insurance		  22
Off; 850.444.7613
Cell: 850.982.7300
Rod Hurston, AAI 
rhurston@fbbins.com

Florida Home Builders Insurance		 8
888.513.1222
www.fhbi.com

Gulf Power			   23
877.655.4001
850.429.2761
www.GulfPower.com

Home Mortgage of America, Inc		  18
850-316-4123, Office
850.332.2416, Cell
bcarpenter@hmoai.com

Norbord 			   Back Cover
www.NORBORD/COM/NA

Pensacola  Energy			   2
850.436.5050
www.espnaturalgas.com

Rew Building Materials, Inc.		  23
850.471.6291, Office
850.259.7756, Cell
www.ecbmfl.com
bbatting@rewmaterials.com

Tubs and More 			   9
800.991.2284
www.dougstubs.com

warren wight | graphic designer		  18
407.920.1478
www.warrenworld.com

If you would  
like to join the 

Spike Club  
or Desire  

Additional  
Information, 
please contact  
Vicki Pelletier 

(850) 476-0318
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